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Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light 

Founded in 2013, Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light (HWPL), is an international peace organization in association with the United Nations Department of Public Information (UN DPI). HWPL is working towards the goal of bringing all wars to an end and achieving world peace with the International Women's Peace Group (IWPG) and the International Peace Youth Group (IPYG).

HWPL International Law for Peace Committee 

Chairman of HWPL
Man Hee Lee

"The very work that we are pursuing is the work of healing of nations. Once implemented, this Law will be engraved in the hearts of many people to have a peaceful life. The Law that cares about human dignity must be drafted, but it must not be done by any forms of power or authority. When we speak of democracy, whom does it represent? Aren't citizens the faces of democracy? If leaders are only trying to maintain their power, we face authoritarianism in the name of democracy. We, the citizens of this globe, must urge to pursue true democracy. People are the owners of democracy. Are we allowing the world as it is now to continue existing regardless of human rights being utterly violated and people being mistreated in a non-peaceful environment? Regardless of country and generation, the law that solely protects and promises citizens’ good lives must be prioritized at an international level. This will be one of the imperative instruments which contributes to world peace."

Chairwoman of IWPG*
Nam Hee Kim

"Ongoing terrorist attacks and civil wars throughout the world can sufficiently be resolved by gathering strength and support from the international community. What terrifies us the most is not the wars that we experienced in the past, but the ones we are still to experience. It is the fact that our children may encounter the same suffering and pains as us. Those brutal acts should never be repeated and passed down to them. We absolutely have to stop handing down the atrocities of war. Women and youth are uniting and raising their voices to help the implementation of the International Law on the Cessation of War. Once it is implemented, the heads of state of each nation must abide by the Law for their citizens. I firmly believe when the leaders around the world empathize and put themselves in the shoes of others in the name of peace, achieving peace is not a distant dream." 

*The International Women`s Peace Group, IWPG, is an active supporting organization of HWPL, bringing world women together to urge the implementation of the peace law, an initiative proposed by HWPL. IWPG is currently leading the way to support women’s peace activities worldwide, including various volunteer services, academic education, and cultural and artistic exchanges.


Peace Law:
http://www.peacelaw.org/site/declaration

Article 1 - Prohibition of the threat or use of force 

1. States should solemnly reaffirm that they refrain from the use of force in all circumstances, save where permitted by international law, and should condemn aggression as constituting an international crime. 

2. States should refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of military force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations Charter or international law in general.

3. States should prohibit any act or threat of violence, whatever its motives or purposes, that occurs for the advancement of an individual or collective criminal agenda.

4. States should abstain from interference in the internal conflicts of other States.

Article 2 - War potential 

1. States should co-operate with a view to the gradual global reduction of armament production. 

2. States should not produce, assist in, encourage, or induce; the production of weapons of mass destruction, inter alia, chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons, or weapons capable of causing indiscriminate or widespread and unnecessary suffering, or weapons incompatible with international humanitarian law. 

3. States should take measures to ensure that existing weapons of mass destruction, weapons capable of causing widespread and unnecessary suffering and weapons incompatible with international humanitarian law are gradually dismantled or destroyed. States should cooperate in disarmament and the reduction of arms stockpiles, ideally under international supervision. Decommissioned weapons manufacturing facilities should be repurposed, so that they may serve purposes that are beneficial to humanity in general. 

4. States should strive to reduce excessive standing armies and military bases. 

5. States should cooperate to gradually diminish trade in weapons and attempt to reduce the flow of small arms to non-state actors.

Article 3 – Friendly relations and the prohibition of acts of aggression 

1. In accordance with United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2625 (XXV), States should develop friendly relations based upon respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and should take appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace. 

2. States have the duty to refrain from any forcible action that deprives peoples of their rights to self-determination. 

3. States should condemn the illegal occupation of territory resulting from the threat or use of force in a manner contrary to international law. 

4. States should promote accountability, including by investigating alleged violations of international law, in particular, grave violation of the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, and should take measures to ensure that states, citizens and corporations do not contribute to the commission of violations of international law. 

5. States should condemn, and should criminalize in their domestic law, the planning, preparation, initiation or execution, by a person in a position effectively to exercise control over, or to direct, the political or military action of a State, of an act of aggression which, by its character, gravity and scale, constitutes a manifest violation of international law, thus amounting to a crime of aggression. 

6. States should refrain from allowing their territories to be placed at the disposal of other actors, whether States or otherwise, to engage in armed force against a third State. 

7. States should bear in mind the principle of sovereign equality of states, and should seek to consult all other states, on the basis of reciprocal respect, on issues that may relate to them, in order to resolve and pre-empt disputes which may arise. This provision should apply without prejudice to human rights law and human dignity.

Article 4 – State boundaries

1. In accordance with United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2625 (XXV), every State has the duty to refrain in its international relations from military, political, economic, or any other form of coercion aimed against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. This is without prejudice to instances when such forms of coercion may be lawfully applied, inter alia, to induce states to cease internationally wrongful acts, or when sanctioned by the United Nations Security Council. 

2. Every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or use of force to violate the existing internationally recognized boundaries of another State, or as a means of resolving international disputes, including territorial and frontier disputes, in a manner inconsistent with international law. 

3. Every state has the duty to refrain from any act of incitement, planning, preparation, initiation or commission of an act of aggression by a state, a group of states, an organization of states or an armed group or by any foreign or external entity, against the sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of any State.

Article 5 - Self-determination 

1. The duty of every state to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any other state includes the duty not to engage in any action that would result in the dismemberment of any state, or force the secession or annexation of any territorial unit from that state. 

2. Subject to the right to self-determination of peoples, states shall not engage in any intervention that seeks to divide or separate a state in a manner that is contrary to the rules of international law. 

3. Every state has the duty to refrain from prematurely recognising an entity that has purported to secede from another state, until such a time as the latter entity has developed the necessary attributes, capacities and legitimacy to function as a state. 

4. Subject to the provisions of the present article, States should encourage identifiable nation-states that have been divided by longstanding external or historical factors to engage in co-operation and dialogue. States should ensure that divided peoples are provided with their right to self-determination, including, inter alia, measures which may result in unified government. 

5. Any political system in which power is exercised in perpetuity by an individual or regime amounting to a manifest denial of the right to self-determination should be condemned.

Article 6 - Dispute settlement 

1. States should recognize the obligation to settle their international disputes through peaceful means including reference to the International Court of Justice, other judicial bodies, regional judicial arrangements, or through arbitration, mediation, conciliation, or other forms of alternative dispute resolution and in such a manner that international peace and security are not endangered. States should carry out any judgment or decision reached by a judicial body in good faith. 

2. All states are encouraged to accept the compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice, in accordance with Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Statute of the Court, without reservations, as a means of ensuring that disputes are settled peacefully and in accordance with international law.

Article 7 - Right to self-defence 

1. Nothing in the present Declaration should be construed so as to impair the inherent right to individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a State, until such time as the Security Council has taken measures to maintain international peace and security. 

2. Measures taken by states in the exercise of their right to self-defence should be immediately reported to the Security Council and should not in any way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under the United Nations Charter to take, at any time, such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.

Article 8 - Freedom of religion 

1. States should unite to strengthen international efforts to foster a global dialogue for the promotion of a culture of tolerance and peace at all levels, based on respect for human rights and diversity of religions and beliefs. 

2. States should activate and participate in systems to enforce and protect fundamental human rights, eliminating discrimination on the basis of religion or belief, and should refrain from and prohibit the usage of religion by governments, groups, or individuals in order to justify or to incite acts of violence against others. These systems should include, inter alia, judicial mechanisms. 

3. States should foster religious freedom by allowing members of religious communities to practice their religion, whether publicly or in private, and by protecting places of worship and religious sites, cemeteries, and shrines.

Article 9 – Religion, ethnic identity and peace 

1. States should engage in multilateral consultations to deal with situations where differences attributable to religion or ethnicity pose a threat to peace so that necessary remedial action may be taken and to identify the root causes of a situation causing tension between different religious or ethnic groups, in order to adopt necessary measures to promote mutual understanding between the groups concerned. 

2. States should take measures to ensure that religious belief or ethnic identity are not utilised as a pretext for gross and systematic acts of violence. In circumstances where individuals or groups perpetrate or assist in such acts in the name of their religion, states should take adequate measures that lead to the prosecution and punishment of such activities. 

3. Recognising the threat to peaceful coexistence that violent religious extremism may cause, states should implement, in good faith, legal measures against individuals or groups attempting to perpetrate or assist in gross and systematic acts of violence in the name of religion. Such measures should, in extreme cases, include the proscription of faith groups – including sects or cults – that perpetrate acts of violence against the territorial integrity and political independence of any state.

Article 10 –  Spreading a culture of peace 

1. States should recognize and engage with groups and organizations that seek to further the cause of peace as a global movement. States should facilitate such groups in their awareness-raising activities, including providing tuition in human rights and peace studies, as provided for, inter alia, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1999 UN Declaration on a Culture of Peace. 

2. States should recognize that, in order to preserve a lasting culture of peace, public awareness of the need for, and value of, peace should be created. In this regard, states are encouraged to facilitate activities, commemorations, and initiatives that engage public consciousness with peace, including the erection of peace monuments as an alternative to war monuments. 

3. Heads of state and heads of government should acknowledge that they are uniquely well placed to encourage a culture of peace, and should act to support this declaration to bring about the cessation of war. 

4. States should promote a culture of peace including ensuring conditions in which-
 
(a) citizens are able to participate in the political affairs of the state as equals regardless of religious or ethnic differences;

(b) a free media is maintained which allows grievances to be aired and addressed;

(c) education is imparted to promote respect and mutual understanding among different religious, belief and ethnic groups;

(d) the right to development of peoples, including the achievement of the UN sustainable development goals, can be realized; and

(e) the wellbeing of all human kind with the participation of women and men to ensure peaceful coexistence amongst nations, states, and peoples may be guaranteed.


History:
http://www.peacelaw.org/site/history

Milestones: the Road to Peace

1. The Declaration of World Peace - May 25. 2013
(Seoul, Korea, Proclamation Ceremony)

On 25 May, 2013, Heavenly Culture World Peace, Restoration of Light (HWPL) hosted the Walk for World Peace and Restoration with International Peace Youth Group (IPYG) as a global peace movement. In recognition of the universal call for cessation of war and peace for all, the Declaration of World Peace was proclaimed by Chairman Man Hee Lee of HWPL., with an emphasis on the urgent need to establish the international law for peace and the role of global leaders, media and youth. Over 30,000 youths from 130 countries came together to join the peace walk, which became an annual peace event that continues to appeal to the global community by performing a collective action to raise awareness of the peace movement at both the local and global level.

2. World Alliance of Religions' Peace (WARP) Summit - Sep. 16-19 2014
(Seoul, Korea)

"The world is at the crossroads between destruction and coexistence, and its destiny is in our own hands. We must remain active to protect what is right and just for humanity. It is for this reason that HWPL, and myself, continue to act upon the vision I have received—a vision of life, peace, and harmony." 
- Man Hee Lee, Chairman of HWPL 

In September 2014, as a global action for world peace, the WARP Summit was held by HWPL, IWPG and IPYG. 200,000 global citizens around the world participated in this summit to seek and muster practical approaches for peace. To materialize this through an active role of global citizens proposed in the Declaration of World Peace in 2013, the agreement of cooperation for the introduction of the International Law for the Cessation of War and World Peace was signed by heads of state and representative leaders from religions.

3. Convention on the Renunciation and Cessation of War and International Armed Conflicts - Sep. 18-19. 2015
(Seoul, Korea, The 1st Commemoration of the WARP Summit) 

"When one imagines a world in which States have ratified this Convention, one cannot but help but be filled with hope. ... the light that the Convention’s provisions shine on the future show a clear pathway towards a world in which the weak are protected, diversity flourishes and humanity is freed from unnecessary suffering such that we can put our collective energy into being the best we can be and prosper." 
- Dr. Fathi Kemicha, member of the HWPL International Peace Committee

In September 2015, in the 1st Annual Commemoration of the WARP Summit, the HWPL International Law Peace Committee with international law experts was launched to discuss practical ways to enhance and introduce applicable legal mechanism for the achievement of world peace. For this purpose, the draft of the Convention on the Renunciation and Cessation of War and International Armed Conflicts was presented to further develop into a binding legal frame for the global community to protect our globe from threats of violence and conflict.

4. Committee meeting convenes to draft the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War - Nov. 12-13. 2015
(London, UK)

"The International Convention on the Cessation of War is imperative for various reasons because this initiative was developed from the marginalized voices, the voices of women and youth. War does not benefit anyone rather it takes everything away. This innovative Convention will strengthen our global society and international law framework by supplementing the gaps." 
 - Dr. Kamal Hossain, member of the HWPL International Peace Committee 

In November 2015, the HWPL International Law Peace Committee comprising international law experts held a committee meeting to discuss the 2nd draft of Convention on the Renunciation and Cessation of War and International Armed Conflicts. In-depth discussions included a post-action plan for the finalization of the draft Convention and its implementation.

5. The Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War (DPCW) - March 11-14. 2016
(Seoul, Korea, Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War)

"To get rid of war on the face of the earth is one of the noblest tasks, which will remain eternal legacy for the future generations. Today is not the end but the beginning - truly a starting point of an era of peace." 
- Nam Hee Kim, Chairwoman of IWPG 

The DPCW is a declaration drafted by the HWPL International Law Peace Committee and proclaimed on March 14, 2016. Consisting of a preamble and 10 articles, the declaration describes the responsibility for the global community (especially states) to participate in safeguarding the comprehensive efforts for the establishment of world peace, which includes prohibition of the use of force, blockage of sources of conflict, cooperation among states, dispute settlement through international legal organizations, freedom of religion, and development of a culture of peace.

6. Peace Law - ???

(added note by Spartacvs SG: the Peace Law is not yet adopted; however its signing and adoption by all world states is designed to take place very soon)


Press Conference held after Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War 
14th Marth 2016
http://www.peacelaw.org/site/latest_15_hwpl_news

Q. What is the biggest difference between the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War, the one that we witnessed today, from the existing Declarations or International Peace Law? 

- Al Jazeera 

HWPL Chairman Lee : The role of the current international law seems weak when it comes to ceasing all wars and achieving a sustainable peace. Why is it the case? It is because we have justified wars as legally permissible. Within the boundary of this Declaration which will be developed to be accepted by many, war and warlike activities cannot be initiated, all weaponry ought to be transformed into daily tools, and armies can no longer be trained. When we do this work of peace, it will be done. It was deemed impossible only because we did not do it. Stop war and peace will prevail. When we abide by what’s stated in the Declaration, war will not break out and peace will be achieved. 

Q. What are the driving forces or the implementation of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War?

- Makfax 

Dr. Fathi Kemicha, Member of the ICCA Governing Board: The driving force for the implementation of this declaration will be what is already in the hands of HWPL. There is already a good network placed that can be expanded and we (the HWPL International Law Committee) are very optimistic about the outcomes. Once thousands and millions of young people, women, and men go for what is written in the Declaration, the states have no other choice but to listen to the civil society. We are very confident about the (implementation) process.

Q. What is the plan of actions of youth and women for the development of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War?

- Institutes of Media and Communication 

IWPG Chairwoman Kim: The difference between the HWPL Declaration and existing international law is like the difference between heaven and earth. The current international law may minimize the casualties and destructions when war breaks out or tends to be half-hearted for solving conflicts. However, the law proclaimed today is designed to block war completely. We, IWPG and IPYG, the wings of HWPL, will urge this initiative to be implemented. And get agreements from all nations in the international community. It will light the global family’s hearts for peace. After the Declaration is implemented, women and youth in each country will constantly urge and monitor the governments to make sure they keep their words, and apply the Peace Curriculum to seed peace-loving minds for the future generations. This Declaration is going to be the best privilege that mankind can enjoy. Thus, we shall not stop after this Declaration but cooperate with the UN so the Earth will never go through war again. That is why all women and youth should gather their strength to achieve world peace.

Q. What is the role of media to develop the Declaration and establish the Inter- national Convention of Peace and Cessation of War?

- NTV 

HWPL Chairman Lee: Media has a very important responsibility to be at the forefront of spreading the message of peace as active peace messengers. The Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War served as a pathway towards peace, providing an opportunity for the world to witness the momentous act in the history of peace. I believe media takes a great part in urging this Declaration so that everyone can take it for granted and it can be effectively implemented worldwide to greet the new era of peace.



Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War. Powerful and Ground-Breaking Tool to Attain Humanity's Goal, Peace:
http://www.peacelaw.org/site/latest_13
14th Marth 2016

Seoul, Republic of Korea - A flurry of anticipation filled the room of over 1,000 internationally-renowned figures including heads of state, legal representatives, and media who convened at the Coex Auditorium on March 14 for the Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War.

Since its official inauguration in September 2015, the HWPL International Law Peace Committee has contributed their expertise to develop the draft of the Declaration through in-depth discussions and conferences. The committee consists of highly respected international law experts including Dr. Kamal Hossain, Senior Advocate of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Dr. Fathi Kemicha, member of the ICCA Governing Board, Mr. Narinder Singh, member of the UN International Law Commission, Mr. Gustaf Moller, Chairman of Finnish Chamber of Commerce, Said El Dakkak, professor of International Law at Alexandria University, etc.

Chairman Man Hee Lee of HWPL said, "In order to accomplish the collective wishes of all humanity, we have gathered here today. This very moment at this very place will never be forgotten in the history of mankind because the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War will be publicly proclaimed. All citizens of this globe will have to gather their hearts to acknowledge and urge this Declaration to embrace the new era and new life full of peace."

IWPG Chairwoman Nam Hee Kim gave a keynote speech by saying, "Once the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War is proclaimed today, youth and women all around the world will quickly rise to urge the international community to support the Declaration. As stated in the Declaration, removing all potentials that cause conflicts is the most valuable work which will become the eternal legacy for the future generations."

Chairman Lee presented the articles of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War. The core elements include prohibition of: the threat or use of force; obtaining war potential; and dispute settlement; freedom of religion; spreading a culture of peace. The Declaration is a powerful and ground-breaking tool to dispose of all means that initiate war and armed conflicts, thus further attaining humanity's fundamental goal, peace.

In the Preamble, it says, the Declaration aims to 'maintain international peace and security and (is) determined to pass on to successive generations an invaluable inheritance of a world free of wars' and to 'bear in mind the universal commitment of the world's religions to the promotion of peaceful coexistence, tolerance and mutual respect, and the common spirit that permeates all religious scriptures and holy texts.'

H.E. Ali Abu Diak, Minister of Justice of State of Palestine, gave a congratulatory speech and said, "This Ceremony and Declaration of the start for drafting an International Agreement intended to renounce armed conflicts and to stop wars is an important turning point for the protection of Human Rights regardless of nationality, residence, gender, race, color, religion or language."

H.E. Lex Mpati, President of Supreme Court of Appeal of South Africa, said, "I think I can see that it is no longer lip service that we need but rather an action to make this (the Declaration) a reality for all people in this generation and generations to follow. I urge all people in influence to use their influence for the improvement of the humanity rather than its destruction."

Undertaken by representatives of various legal and cultural backgrounds from around the world, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights has had a profound influence on the international community as the standard for human rights since its proclamation on December 10, 1948.

Likewise, representatives of diverse legal and cultural backgrounds worked together to create the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War which signifies that peace is possible yet urgent. The declaration will continue to develop as the most widely accepted and cited document to ensure international security and worldwide enjoyment of peace. 

Although HWPL and its counterparts are paving the way for the world to encounter unparalleled changes, it is up to every individual to recognize their inalienable rights to enjoy peace and their responsibility to urge the world where the life of all youth and women shall bloom without having to encounter the tragedy of war.

The Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War was followed by a press conference where renowned international media such as Aljazeera, GMA, and Jordan news agency, gathered to cover the events of the day. The HWPL Peace Advisory Committee, comprising of youth and women representatives, will be established on March 15th to support and maximize the potential of the Declaration.


Seoul to host peace meet:
http://www.peacelaw.org/site/latest_12
10th Marth 2016

Over 1,000 internationally-renowned figures representing various fields will attend Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration on the Cessation of War and Achievement of World Peace at Seoul.reports Asian Lite News

The HWPL International Law Peace Committee, consisting of twenty highly respected international law experts, is to publicly present the Declaration on the Cessation of War and Achievement of World Peace on March 14, 2016.

Over 1,000 internationally-renowned figures representing various fields: legal affairs, politics, NGOs, and media will gather at the Proclamation Ceremony of the Declaration on the Cessation of War and Achievement of World Peace in Seoul to witness and support the Declaration – the one that will draw a new framework for an international law leading to global peace.

The host organisations of the ceremony, Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light (HWPL) together with the International Women's Peace Group (IWPG) and the International Peace Youth Group (IPYG), aim to call the global community to stop wars and leave a legacy of world peace for future generations.

The Declaration is significantly unparalleled in that its core elements are on the most controversial issues such as prohibition on production, sales, and supply of all weapons; renunciation of possessing war potential; and religious conflict resolution.

The proclamation ceremony will serve not only as a platform to proclaim such a Declaration to the public but also to initiate its development process into an enforceable International Law, bringing forth a world without wars.

HWPL believes that the global community should work together to create a world of peace and that they, themselves, should all become messengers of peace. Global citizens transcending nationalities, ethnicities, and religions are increasingly joining the flow of making our world more peaceful with their commitment to help establish HWPL's International Peace Law.

There was a time when there were no universal human rights. No one could have imagined but today we all take it for granted. In the same way, no one can imagine the Declaration on the Cessation of War and Achievement of World Peace but one day our future generations will take it as a given as well.




